
Ward James O’Brien 
 

 Ward James O’Brien, 88 of Sterling, VA formerly of Warrenton, VA 
passed away on Nov. 16, 2025, at INOVA Loudoun Medical Center, 
Landsdowne. 
Ward was born in Aurora, Illinois on September 4, 1937, to Attorney 
William C. O’Brien and Dorothy Ward O’Brien. 
He attended Marmion Military Academy “55”, U. S. Naval Academy 
“60”, and American University “93”. He was a Naval Aviator before 
becoming a Captain for United Airlines. He also produced over 80 
videos for the Library of Congress called “American Valor”. 
Survivors include his wife Barbara Rae O’Brien, originally from 
Needham, Massachusetts; five children, Patricia O’Brien, Alicia 

O’Brien, Andrea Ingebretsen; William O’Brien, and Kimberly O’Brien; four grandchildren, 
Rachel, Brian, Grace and Ari; a great grandson, Ethan; and his sister, Alberta “Betts” Clippinger 
of Nashville, TN. 
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